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Must score a “Meets” or better in all areas to meet requirements 

           

 Exceeds Meets Needs Improvement 

Ideas & 
Content 

 
 Writing is exceptionally 

clear, focused, and 
interesting 

 Main ideas stand out and 
support details and purpose 

 In-depth, thorough, and well 
balanced explanation of the 
topic 

 Writing makes strong 
connections and shares 
insight 

 
 Writing is clear, focused, 

and interesting 

 Main ideas stand out and 
clear 

 Includes relevant and 
supporting details 

 Thorough explanation of the 
topic 

 Writing makes connections 
and shares insight 

 
 Writing lacks focus and clarity 

 Main ideas are predictable or 
non-existent 

 Support is attempted but 
details are lacking 

 Topic is explored but 
explanation is limited 

 Little to no connections and 
insight shared 

Conventions  
 Writing demonstrates 

strong control of writing 
conventions 

 Uses conventions effectively 
to enhance communication 

 Correct spelling and proper 
word choice 

 Used a variety of words to 
improve writing sample 

 No errors 

 
 Writing demonstrates 

control of writing 
conventions 

 Conventions are used to 
improve communication 

 Spelling is generally correct 
and uses common words 

 Little to no errors 

 
 Writing demonstrates little 

control of writing conventions 

 Conventions used improperly 
distracting the reader 

 Work choice is repetitive and 
lacks variety 

 Spelling errors are frequent 
and extensive revision is 
needed 
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